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LADIES CLUB - December 11 was the annual Ladies
Club Christmas Luncheon with 38 residents in
attendance. The Ladies enjoyed a delicious meal, played
games, received a gift, and sang Christmas Carols. Jean
Lane was the chair for the event with her fantastic crew
of Mary Ann Moody, Shirley Majeste, Barb Delpha,
Brenda Goard and Joanne Senior. It was a very nice
afternoon for all of the Ladies of Casa who were in
attendance.

CHRISTMAS PARADE - Our annual Christmas parade
was a big success. Thanks to all who participated and
thanks to Chuck Schendler for organizing the parade. It
was great to watch the decorated golf carts, trikes, and
bikes all lit up.

CHRISTMAS DINNER - Was under the capable
direction of Joan Busch, Stella Pileggi, Janice Wright,
and Linda Asmuss. The Casa family enjoyed lots of food
and friendship to celebrate Christmas at Casa.
CAROLING WITH STELLA - Stella Pileggi once again
tuned up the pipes of the Casa del Sol Carolers who
gave fun renditions of many favorite carols and
Christmas songs to the delight of the listeners. Rain date
(literally) was December 20. Speaking of tuning, she is
thrilled to get the piano tuned on January 10 at 1:00pm.
TOYS FOR TOTS - Again was successful thanks to the
generosity of Casa residents. Frank Brooks has been the
organizer for this charity and boxes were picked up
weekly. The final two of FIVE BIG BOXES were picked up
on December 16 for delivery to happy children.

FOOD DONATIONS - AND speaking of generosity SANTA
(AKA Dody Schendler) collected a huge assortment of
groceries which Chuck Schendler and Jerry Vaughn
delivered to St. Joseph’s Catholic Church.

ACTIVITIES CLUB - Business meetings are held the first
Wednesday of the month. The next meeting is January 3
at 9:00am. Officers elected to lead activities for the
calendar year 2024 are:

President, Sue Brooks; Vice President, Beth Berkheiser;
Secretary, Peggy Quinlan; Asst Secretary, Joyce
Fitzpatrick; Treasurer, Bob Snyder; Asst Treasurer,
Duane Berns; Additional Board Members are Chuck
Nixon, Lee Ann Biancucci, and Jean Lane.

SEWING GROUP - This is a reminder to those who
sew and/or tie-quilts! Our sewing group meets every
Monday from 9:30-11:30AM. The group delivered over
sixty blankets to the Ronald McDonald House on
December 18. Judy Lamb

PHONE BOOKS - Jim Johnson and Jerry Vaughn are
working on Casa Phone Book for 2024. Please contact

them to make any changes or corrections as soon as
possible.

LADIES CLUB - MeetS Mondays at 1:00 pm.

Welcome all ladies.

Jan. 8 - Take down the Christmas decor in the clubhouse
Jan. 15 - 10 cent Bingo. Bring $2 in dimes and a quarter
for the bonus game

Jan. 22 - Lunch out. Place TBA.

Watch for the sheet and sign up early for reservations.
Jan. 29 - Movie TBA — Watch the chalkboard.

CASA NEW YEAR'’S EVE PARTY AND DANCE -
December 31, 7-11:00 PM — Come and help the Casa del
Sol family ring in the New Year with the music stylings
of Kurt Lewis. Bring your own snacks and drinks. Door
prizes, 50/50 raffle, and good times. We need your
support for the New Year’s dance. Tickets will be
available on Wednesday mornings at coffee, or you can
also buy tickets from Chuck and Dody Schendler at their
house. Tickets are $10.00 per person. This is always a
fun dance. Guests are welcome.

Movie Nights in the Clubhouse Theater
January 10 - “Cutting Edge” D.B. Sweeney & Moria Kelly
January 24 - “Forces of Nature” Sandra Bullock

$3.00 admission includes free drink and popcorn. Be
sure to put your name on the sign-up sheet so June can
make enough popcorn.

CHILI COOK OFF / MEET AND GREET

Sunday, January 14 at 2:00pm — Frank Brooks is head
chef for this event and will be assisted by three capable
judges. If you plan to compete in the cook-off, be sure
to sign up. Judges cannot enter the cook-off. Everyone
is invited to the meet and greet. Bring snacks to share
and your own beverage. BE SURE to wear your name
tags so new residents can get to know you (and some of
us oldsters can remember their neighbor’s names).
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS - Sandy and Jerry Vaughn
again chaired decorating the outside with the help of
volunteers. They have been chairing the outside
decorating for many years and would like to step down.
They have done a spectacular job and are to be
commended for their hard work. They will be leading
the charge to take down the outdoor decorations on
Wednesday, January 10 at 1:00 pm. “Take down” goes
faster than “put up” but we need lots of our volunteers
to put everything away in an orderly fashion. PLEASE
consider being the “Champions of the Lights” next year.
If you are interested, a good way to start would be to
help with the take-down. That way you will know where
everything is stored for decorating next year.



MEMORIAL SERVICE - The Memorial Service for our
residents who left us in 2023 will be held at the
Wednesday, January 10 coffee hour. Please come to
honor our friends who have left us with those
wonderful memories.

50’S SOCK HOP - Rock around the clock (from 7-
10:00pm anyway) on Saturday, January 13. Come dance
the night away to the music of GEARS-1 — Music
Explosion. Bring your friends, beverages, and snacks.
Dress in your high school clothes (if they fit). Admission
$8.00 ea. Door prizes, 50/50, and tons of fun with good
friends. Chuck Nixon and Lee Ann Biancucci are chairing
the dance. Contact Chuck for tickets.

ROVING REPORTER - Jim Johnson has reported to all
via e-mail and Facebook (with an assist from Gary
Steinberg including photos) the following news:

Casa building and maintenance have been busy
maintaining the clubhouse and the common areas.
Andrews tree service has trimmed all the trees and
shrubs, The ailing trees along the pond have been
removed and a committee has been formed to look into
replacements.

Zephyrhills is getting crowded, and traffic is building.
The completion of rt 54 has greatly helped traffic
between Wesley Chapel and Zephyrhills.

Currently, we have 3 homes for sale in Casa. Home
prices have skyrocketed in the area.

On a sad note, we have lost two members of our Casa
family. On October 26th we lost Ed Sterling after a
lengthy illness and on December 8th Sharon Sinift
passed away from heart issues. Our thoughts and
prayers go out to their families.

That’s it for now. For those still on the road, safe
travels. For those already here welcome back.
PATCHWORK PIECING - Rolene Hodge and Susan
Ruble are leading a group of quilters (or those who wish
to be quilters) every Thursday with the exception of the
week of the HOA Board Meeting. Time of the
class/workshop is from 10:00am until Noon.

CASA HOMEOWNERS BOARD MEETING - Speaking
of board meetings, participate in the direction of Casa
by attending the board meetings the second Thursday
of the month at 10:00am.

LIBRARY NEWS - June Johnson and Cheryl Fraser are
in charge of the library at the clubhouse.

COMPUTER CLASS - Jim Johnson gives advice and
solace to those suffering from the woes of phones,
laptops, I-pads, and PC’s. Bring yours to his class every
Tuesday at 10:00am. He cuts his teeth on anything tech
related. Stop in and give him a challenge.

DINNER AND A SHOW - Watch the table by the door
for various opportunities to get out of town for some
entertainment. Lorraine Menter continues to keep her
finger on the pulse of what is happening in the area. She
is also our Sunshine Lady. Please let her know if
someone needs a little cheering up. She will provide a
card for all to sign and will get it sent.

JAM GROUP - Heinz and Linda Asmuss and a few
others play instruments and sing at a jam session every
Thursday afternoon from 1:30-3:00pm. Come join them
or bring your knitting or a book and listen.

CALENDAR - Check the Calendar, and the Chalkboard
for updates on activities, and plan to participate in Casa
events such as bingo, shuffleboard, games, cards, music
jams, quilting and - as always - lots of food.
VOLUNTEERS KEEP CASA GOING - Thanks to all who
step up to be the lead on the many events and activities
we have here. Many are willing to help, but need a little
guidance or leadership and we appreciate those who
are willing to shoulder that task.

There are many lists that need people to sign up for
such as pool opening, coffee hours, and other events
that arise. Please keep us moving and enjoying these
things.

YARD SALE/WHITE ELEPHANT - Start thinking about
this now. It is a great fundraiser held the end of
February. As you’re doing your spring cleaning and
renovating, save up your unwanted stuff and donate it
to this popular event. Further info will be in the
February newsletter. Also, be thinking about the
popular basket raffle and what creative entry you can
submit.

NEWS FROM THE NORTH - Long-time resident Gail
Kerry (former newsletter editor extraordinaire) sent
along some news: “Well, our part of the "far north" has
no snow and is forecasting a green Christmas because
we have a week or more of borderline or above freezing
temps. Of course - the "experts" have been known to be
wrong upon occasion.

"Say hello to folks we know and have a cup of cheer!"
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| know this newsletter may seem lengthy, but we do
have many new residents in the park. Since the calendar
only has the bones of the many things that go on here
at Casa del Sol, | thought perhaps we could use some
meat on those bones. If you have any suggestions or
contributions for the newsletter, please contact me. |
am in the Casa phonebook.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!! Joyce Fitzpatrick, Editor



